
WOLFBANE BANNER TO COME

 OPENING

Look at the cover. 

DISCUSS: What sort of book do you think this will be? 

Now read the blurb on the back of the book.

DISCUSS: In what way is the blurb enticing? 

Read the first chapter 

DISCUSS: Is it a good idea to begin a novel with the main character going on a  
journey? Which other books have you read in which the protagonist begins with a 
journey or arriving somewhere new? 

DISCUSS: Does the first chapter surprise you in any way? Have you been on a holi-
day or somewhere with no wifi or connection to the outside world? How did/would it 
make you feel? Why do you think Abi has ‘borrowed’ the piece of AI from NewTek?

Read Chapter Two: Crossing the Border

DISCUSS: What connotations does ‘Crossing the Border’ have as a title? How does 
Vick build tension in the second chapter?

ACTIVITY: Write your own short story with the title, ‘Crossing the Border.’ 

WRITING STYLE

The novel starts in present tense, closed third person, with Abi’s thoughts in italics. 

DISCUSS: What does closed-third person mean? 

ACTIVITY: Rewrite the first couple of pages into first person. What changes? 
How much more can you be ‘inside’ Abi’s head? Why has Vick chosen to write in 
third person?
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 ‘The boat tries to bob upright. But a cruel hand of water holds the port side.  
 And drags the boat down.’ (Page 86) 

Read Chapter Ten: The Deep on pages 87-92

DISCUSS: How does Vick pick up the pace in the action scenes? How does he make 
the reader feel tense?

ACTIVITY: Transcribe the scene in the boat as a play or film script. You can story-
board the action, or think about which sound effects/music you would overlay? Give 
stage or camera directions. Think about how you would show ‘underwater’. 

After you have read the novel, think about the way in which Vick shows lots of  
people’s stories across different time zones. 

DISCUSS: Is this effective in telling his story? 

 ‘I will use an analogy. Imagine a simple folk song transformed into a  
 symphony. The song is like versions of a symphony played by different people  
 with different instruments. ’ (Page 73)

Read the section on page 73-74 in which the AI uses an analogy for whale song. 

DISCUSS: What function does the analogy play? 

Abi describes it as a simile. 

DISCUSS: Is there a difference between a simile and an analogy? Why do we use 
simile?

ACTIVITY: Find five other examples of similes in the text and list them.
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SETTING

The book is mostly set in Norway. 

ACTIVITY: Find Norway on a map, and Brevik Port. Now explore the coastline of  
Norway and its islands on Google maps. 

DISCUSS and ACTIVITY: What do you notice about the ‘I Spy’ game on page 15? 
Play an ‘I Spy’ game with a classmate or your family. What do they pick as the things 
they see? Is there a pattern?

 ‘There is no night up there this time of year, not really,’ (Page 14)
 ‘The night is short. Dusk has not long finished before the pre-dawn light  
 appears. Here, the sun doesn’t rise in the east and vanish in the west. It moves  
 in a seemingly endless ellipsis illuminating the seascape and skerries in the 
 different lights of the perma-day.’ (Page 72)

Norway is sometimes called ‘The Land of the Midnight Sun’. 

DISCUSS: What does this mean? 

ACTIVITY: Research the physics of this occurrence, and explain why the sun doesn’t 
set in the summer in northern Norway. You may wish to draw a diagram to illustrate 
your explanation.

There are implications that the book is set in the near future.

 ‘In a place like this, Abi thinks, it ’s hard to believe anything is wrong with the  
 world. Other than the heat, of course.’ (Page 15)

DISCUSS: Is this the first indication that the book is set in the future? What do you 
think daily life would be like in high 40s-degree heat in Europe? 

ACTIVITY: Write a description of daily life in constant high 40-degree heat. 
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CHARACTERS

Abi

Re-read the first chapter.

 ‘her pigtails, her long mac, shorts, cherry red Doc Martens. Her gaze lingers  
 on the Earth Crisis armband, then the ammo bag, also decorated with the EC  
 logo: a globe, in flames.’ (Page 9)

DISCUSS: What’s your first impression of Abi from her physical appearance? 

ACTIVITY: Make an observational study of strangers on the street/on the bus etc.  
Suggest personality traits and characteristics from their appearance. Compare with a 
friend. Are they similar observations?

ACTIVITY: How do you present to the world? Take a full-portrait selfie. What do 
you want your appearance to say about you? Label each item, and caption what it 
 represents. 

ACTIVITY: Do you change your physical presentation, including your body language 
in different scenarios? Write some scenarios in which your appearance changes and 
why.

DISCUSS: What else do you learn about Abi in the first chapter? What do you like 
about her? 

Which qualities make her a good protagonist? Why?

Re-read chapters 1-3. 

ACTIVITY: Write a list of the major events that you discover have happened to Abi. 

DISCUSS: How do these ‘events’ in Abi’s life form part of who she is?

ACTIVITY: Think of a momentous event in your life. How has that affected who you 
are? Write a short paragraph explaining how it affected or changed your personality 
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or characteristics.

 ‘The tattoo was not the only reason Abi had been asked ‘not to return to St   
 Hilda’s Academy.’ (Page 26) 

Chapter Four explains Abi’s role in digital graffiti, in hacking. 

DISCUSS: What is hacking? Is it ever right to do the wrong thing? What do you 
think of climate school strikes? 

 ‘Listen, Abigail. You’re in a lot of trouble. One way or another we’re going to  
 find out all we need to know.’ (Page 171)

One of Abi’s key characteristics is challenging authority, including stealing the AI 
from NewTek and even using her sister Tig to deceive them.

DISCUSS: How does her rebellion make you feel? Is it right to be disrespectful to 
the adults in charge? Is it empowering to read about an activist? 

ACTIVITY: Find out about child environmental activists such as Greta Thunberg or 
Xiuhtezcatl Martinez. When did their actions have positive outcomes? Choose one 
such activist and write a short biography of them. 

 ‘Logical Abi got back in charge.’ (Page 31)

DISCUSS: Vick implies that there is an emotional side to Abi, and a ‘logical’ side. Do 
you have an emotional and logical side?

ACTIVITY: Draw two columns and list incidences in which you have been ‘logical’ or 
‘emotional’. Is it important to have a balance? Which is harder to display/control? 

 ‘I ’d try and have a bit less of myself. ’ (Page 43)

DISCUSS: What does Bestemor mean by this? 

 ‘Stop a while. Do nothing.’ (Page 43)
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DISCUSS: How beneficial is ‘doing nothing.’? ‘Swim, eat, sleep.’ (Page 43)

ACTIVITY: Does Bestemor give good advice to Abi? Why can grandparents give  
insightful advice? Go and ask a grandparent or elder relative what advice they would 
give you for living your best life. Make a display showing the advice using craft or 
artwork. 

 ‘Yes, you certainly have made some mistakes. But so what? Learn from them,   
 move on.’ (Page 102) 

DISCUSS: Is it good to make mistakes? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/39LssFq1P88732j1DzpPS57/six-reasons-
why-making-mistakes-can-be-good-for-you

ACTIVITY: Do you agree with the reasons given for why making mistakes can be 
good for you? Choose one of the six reasons and think of a mistake you’ve made that 
fits that reason. Write about how the mistake ended up being a good thing.

 ‘I could make her do that, ’ Mor says ‘But you know, right now, Moony doesn’t  
 tell tales, young lady.’ (Page 187)

DISCUSS: How does Abi change over the course of the novel, as she becomes an 
adult and mother? In Part Two, Abi is the adult, the authority figure. How does she 
display her authority? Is authority inevitable as an adult? 

ACTIVITY: Write a projection of how you see yourself being as an adult. What will 
you be doing? 

Tonje

 ‘She has never sailed without Mor or Moonlight. Her hands shake as she runs  
 through the rig.’ (Page 208)

DISCUSS: How is Tonje similar to Abi as a child? 

ACTIVITY: Write a comparison piece showing their shared characteristics. Which 
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are inherited do you think, and which are a result of the environment in which Tonje 
has been raised? 
 
 ‘Mor never spies on her – not exactly – but she always knows where Tonje is. ’  
 (Page 206)

DISCUSS: Tonje’s existence is isolated, and yet she is not afforded privacy. What 
effect does this have on her? 

ACTIVITY: How much privacy do you have? Do you want more? List the ways in 
which your life is private, or not. 

DISCUSS: How would you feel to be isolated from everyone except one close family 
member, as Tonje is? 

ACTIVITY: Imagine you are Tonje and write diary entries over a week. Include  
information about your daily routines, but also, think about who or what you might 
be missing? Remember, a diary can express somebody’s private thoughts.
 

THEMES

Whales and Whalers

 ‘Phwoosh! Far off, a steam-like jet erupts from the water, followed by a tail,   
 massive and wide – the shape of a seabird’s wings – that rises out of the water,  
 silhouettes in the air, then sinks beneath the surface.’ (Page 49)

ACTIVITY: Make a factfile about whales. 

RESEARCH: Find a video to view whales in their natural habitat. 
This resource may help you. https://uk.whales.org/

 ‘Whales follow plankton blooms to devour the krill that lives on them. The   
 plankton needs the nutrients the whales bring from the depths and release in  
 their waste. The relationship is symbiotic. Without whales, there would be   
 insuffi cient phytoplankton, no krill and then, in turn, few whales. ’ 
 ‘And?’
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 ‘The plankton produces as much as fifty per cent of the oxygen in the  
 atmosphere. Its rate of carbon absorption has been calculated by scientists to  
 be equivalent to forty per cent of human-related carbon output.’ (Page 74-75)
 
 ‘Without whales, Tonje, the plankton will die. Oxygen will reduce. Carbon   
 absorption will diminish further.’ (Page 214) 

ACTIVITY: Define the words: biodiversity, ecosystem, and symbiotic. 

DISCUSS: Why are whales important to the planet?

ACTIVITY: Drawing on facts from research, create a poster explaining the roles 
whales play in managing our ecosystem. You may wish to include sperm whale excre-
tion, whales’ role in the food chain and phytoplankton, and scientific studies of their  
intelligence and communication.

 ‘Patches of sea are glowing; pulsing, hazy, purple clouds of light, as though   
 someone has lit a fire in the ocean.’ (Page 49)

ACTIVITY: Look up phytoplankton. What is the light that Abi sees? What does  
bioluminescent mean? Draw a picture of what you think it might look like. 

This resource may help you: https://exploringtheinvisible.com/2014/01/16/the-col-
our-of-sound-whale-song/

Whale Song

 ‘The song travels in the deepest reaches of the ocean where water density  
 provides the perfect medium for sound.’ (Page 73)

DISCUSS: What does the AI mean by this? 

ACTIVITY: Research sound waves. What are the properties of sound waves? Use 
diagrams to explain your answers. What is ultrasound? How is ultrasound detected? 
Why would water density make a difference to sound wave speed? 

 ‘The AI speaks every human language. And understands recorded animal  
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 behaviours too: how bees signal to each other with their wings and  
 movements,  how termites use vibrations to warn off predators and keep their  
 mound at exactly the right temperature. Even how trees use fungi to  
 communicate with each other over vast distances.’
 ‘So why can’t it speak whale?’ Tig says, as if it should be the easiest thing in   
 the world.’ (Page 69)

ACTIVITY: Choose one of these examples of animal behaviours and make a leaflet 
about it. 

Whales connect the various story strands in The Last Whale. 

DISCUSS: What message do you think the author is trying to get across? Do all  
novels carry a message? Are novels a good vehicle for getting across a message?

Whalers

A book within a book: (page 110), Ross Sea, Antarctica 193-

DISCUSS: Why do you think Vick has left the date a little vague? 

 ‘His body moved in time to the rock and swing of the boat, like a pendulum.  
 That’s how you can tell how long men have been at sea. Experienced whalers  
 can do this, even when it ’s rough. And the rest of us slip around like ducks on  
 ice.’ (Page 112)

RESEARCH: Find out about the history of whaling. What were the different roles on 
a whaling ship? When did commercial whaling become illegal? Is it illegal  
everywhere? 

ACTIVITY: Collect your research into a factfile. 

 ‘We have the meat and oil; freeze one, put the other in barrels, save the bones  
 too.’ (Page 116)

 ‘The factory ship will find us after the kill. They winch her, then the boys   
 work, like ants on a bowl of blueberries. Flence her, cut her up, freeze   
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 and pack the meat.’ (Page 117)

 ‘Oil, fat, bones, meat, ’ said the Mountain-man. ‘All good for something.  
 Nothing goes back in the sea.’ (Page 117)
 
RESEARCH: What were the different parts of the whale used for in the 1930s? What 
do we use today for these products instead of raw material from whales? 

ACTIVITY: List the end products in a table, and then the material used then and 
the material used now, for example, whale oil was used for oil lamps, and now we use 
kerosene. 

DISCUSS: Should we use animals for materials we need today? Is it better to use nat-
ural materials or man-made materials? 

 ‘There are more whales than we could ever hunt and…’ (Page 119)

DISCUSS: Why would the Mountain-man think that? 

 ‘You cannot know that, Abigail. You have knowledge, you have education. But  
 they did not. They did not know what the whale was, not really.’ (Page 143)

DISCUSS: How should we judge whalers in history? Should we judge them different-
ly from illegal whalers today? 

You may wish to read this news article from Sky News

https://news.sky.com/story/dna-techniques-to-piece-together-what-oceans-were-like-
before-industrial-whaling-12630243

 ‘It was a tradition in those days. A boy fired the harpoon on the first shot of  
 the season, with some help from the gunner. If the shot hit, it was a good   
 omen.’ (Page 119)

RESEARCH: Find other superstitions and traditions of sailors.

ACTIVITY: Write a poem, incorporating one superstition per stanza. 
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Compare the first sighting of a whale by Abi on page 49 to the first sighting of the 
whale by Peer on page 128-130. 
or
Compare Peer’s attempt to shoot the whale on pages 134-139 with Tonje trying to 
fire the limpet on page 260. 

DISCUSS: What’s at stake for each child? How does Vick invest each scene with  
tension? How does he make you feel about each child hitting or missing their target?

ACTIVITY: Draw columns for each different viewpoint in the book: Abigail, Peer 
and Tonje. What comparisons can you make between the children? Point out  
similarities and differences in their scenarios. Why has Vick told his narrative from 
these three different viewpoints? 

 ‘I killed more hares after that. It became normal. And I scoffed at Greta in her  
 fancy pigtails and summer dress, when she said hunting was disgusting, as she  
 gorged on a pork sausage that someone else had been kind enough to kill and  
 gut and pack up for her to eat. ’ (Page 133-134)

DISCUSS: Should we care about where our food comes from? Is it easier to eat meat 
if we don’t see or participate in the kill ourselves? 

Read pages 135-142.

DISCUSS: Why doesn’t Peer want to shoot? Why do you think the author draws  
attention to how Peer cooks? How does this link to killing the whale? 

ACTIVITY: How do you make stock today? Look up a recipe and see if you can make 
it. 

Read the letter Peer wrote to Oslo University on pages 146-148. 

Now read the reasons why they didn’t respond, given by Bestemor on pages 148-149.

ACTIVITY: Write a response from the university, or write a newspaper article de-
scribing Peer’s findings. 
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RESEARCH: How much of what Peer writes is true? You may wish to look at https://
www.sciencefocus.com/nature/whale-song/
or this Guardian Newspaper long read
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/apr/12/ocean-of-noise-sonic-pollu-
tion-hurting-marine-life

 
Arti fic ia l I ntelligence

DISCUSS: How is the AI represented in chapters one and two? What do you think it 
is capable of?

 ‘it also contains mycological organic matter. ’ (Page 12)

DISCUSS: What does mycological mean? 

 ‘I ’ve programmed it for data collection and research. Birdsong, the movement  
 of bees, air temperature, pollen. Studying nature. It ’s pretty old compared to  
 the ones they’re making now.’ (Page 12)

DISCUSS: Why does Abi lie about the AI’s capabilities? 

ACTIVITY: First, brainstorm a mind-map to show what artificial intelligence means 
to you. Is it sci-fi? Where is AI mentioned, in books, films, daily life?

ACTIVITY: Look up the definition of AI. Now think about the different technologies 
you use. What do you use them for? Do any of them use AI? 

 ‘The AI shouldn’t be able to read emotion, to read between the lines. But from  
 what she’s seen of the AI, so far, who knows what it ’s capable of?’ (Page 37)

  ‘Newtek haven’t given it a face or a name or gendered voice for a reason. It ’s  
 so we don’t get fooled. It ’s made to build relationships through conversation.  
 It ’s so we’ll know if and when it ’s really conscious. It ’s called the Turing test. ’  
 (Page 53)
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DISCUSS: What is the Turing test? What is the difference between machine learning 
and AI? Will AI ever be truly ‘conscious.’ What does this even mean? What could be 
the consequences of this?

RESEARCH: Are there any other ‘tests’ for AI? What is the most advanced AI we  
currently have?

 ‘Look at the moon. It ’s not giving out actual light, is it? There’s no such thing  
 as moonlight. The moon is dead. It’s just reflecting the light of the sun. It’s like  
 that. The AI reflects us. Copies us. It ’s a sort of mirror.’ (Page 53)

DISCUSS: Should AI talk like a human or should it remain like a computer? Is it a 
good thing if a computer mirrors humans?
 
 ‘Yes, Abi, you are in command.’ (Page 56)

DISCUSS: How should we treat AI? Should we speak to it as owners/masters, or as 
equals? What are the repercussions for the computer, or for ourselves? 

 ‘This thing is evolving fast. What do you think might happen when it ’s the   
 smartest person in the room in any given situation? Its power could extend to  
 every computer it can communicate with, which is pretty much all of them.’   
 (Page 173)

DISCUSS: The question is addressed to Abi by NewTek, but what do you think 
would happen if Moonlight is the smartest ‘person’ in the room in any given  
situation?

ACTIVITY: Think about a form of AI we currently have, such as a driverless car. 
Write a list of all the variables we would apply when driving a car, which we would 
need to program into a computer, such as upholding the law, passenger or driver  
preference, gender preference etc. Are there situations in which you think the AI 
would make a wrong driving decision? Why? 

 ‘a substantial tube of qubit AI quantum computing power. The patterns within  
 it; the depths of its complexity, are – now – more sophisticated than those   
 within a human or whale brain.’ (Page 271)
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DISCUSS: What is quantum computing? Does it exist today? How could quantum  
computing be developed in the future – for what uses? 

 ‘She thinks about Tiger, and Moonlight, and feels a stabbing pang in her gut.  
 Not because of what she has lost, but because that bit of cloth and stuffing and  
 the AI have names. Tiger and…yes, Moonlight.’ (Page 100)

DISCUSS: What difference does naming something make? 

ACTIVITY: Many children’s authors write ‘life’ into inanimate objects, such as teddy 
bears. Write your own story imbuing an object with ‘life. ’ See if you can put  
personality into a less emotional inanimate object, such as a chair. 

 ‘I have been asleep, Abi, ’ Moonlight says. ‘Now I am awake.’ (Page 270)

DISCUSS: What is consciousness? How does consciousness manifest itself in  
Moonlight? Does this make Moonlight a character in the story? Do you have feelings 
about Moonlight? Why is this? 

 ‘There is not much power in the island’s batteries, I am trying to conserve what  
 we have for heating and cooking.’ (Page 187)

DISCUSS: How reliant on technology are Tonje and Abi in this section of the book?

ACTIVITY: How reliant on tech are you? Think about how reliant we are on both an  
individual and a societal basis. Write a log of a normal day. Now highlight all the 
ways in which you use technology, from traffic lights to using your smartphone. 
Write a log of a day in which you don’t use technology at all. Is this even possible?

 ‘The device is sensitive to the tiniest vibrations and changes. It knows when   
 bees are close, simply from the movement of air caused by their wings.’ (Page  
 49)
 
 ‘She will not stop, nor release her grip on the systems, until she is sure the   
 whales will recover, until she is sure the earth’s ecosystem is once again   
 capable of maintaining itself. ’  (Page 284)
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DISCUSS: Vick’s conclusion is that it will take the power of an AI machine to fix the 
damage humans have wreaked on planet Earth. Do you think future AI will be used as 
a force for good? Do you think humans will need technology to solve climate change? 
 

Climate Change

 ‘The news on the radio says it ’s hit high forties in parts of Europe,’ Dad  
 reports. (Page 16)

 ‘Through this endless heat wave, the nights are the worst. ’ (Page 47)

 ‘Droughts, storms, snow or hail, doldrums, mist and rain, blue empty skies   
 ruled by a fierce sun. Any weather may come at any time, and even Moonlight  
 cannot predict beyond a day or two how long a spell will last. The only natural  
 way to judge the seasons is by the hours of daylight which, this far north,   
 change by several minutes a day.’ (Page 192)

 'The smack of cold rain and spray makes her flinch. She’s soaked in seconds.  
 The wind makes her hair dance.’ (Page 211)

 ‘But you’re Norwegian, aren’t you? Strange to be a refugee.’ (Page 227)

DISCUSS: What would happen if humans could no longer predict the weather, and 
the seasons were no longer a ‘thing’? Think about the impact on day-to-day life, as 
well as global consequences, such as farming, refugees etc. 

ACTIVITY: Write a story in which action is guided by extreme weather. Include  
descriptions of the weather and its impact.

ACTIVITY: Write the scene in which Lars arrives on Tonje’s island from Lars’ point 
of view. What does he think about what he finds? 

 ‘Dad had threatened to get aircon.
 ‘More electricity, Dad. More global warming. You’re not solving the problem,  
 you’re causing it. ’  (Page 47) 
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 ‘While they eat, Abi puts the device into the sunlight, and they marvel at how  
 it can take the heat of the sun, and convert it to power, which it uses –  
 paradoxically – to keep itself cool. ’ (Page 68)

DISCUSS: Think about the way we use technology. When does it have a negative 
effect on climate change, and when a positive effect?

ACTIVITY: Make a list of ‘good tech’ and ‘bad tech’. Which list is longer? 

ACTIVITY: Using your lists, hold a class debate on the merits of technology around 
climate change.

 ‘This is reversible, but if humans do not cease damaging the ocean, whales will  
 vanish from the earth and the great extinction will be unavoidable.’ (Page 162)

RESEARCH: What is the great extinction?

ACTIVITY: Are whales the solution to climate change? Read the following  
article: https://www.imf.org/Publications/fandd/issues/2019/12/natures-solu-
tion-to-climate-change-chami#:~:text=The%20whale%20pump&text=These%20mi-
croscopic%20creatures%20not%20only,of%20all%20CO2%20produced

and listen here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3ct3161

ACTIVITY: Create a poster to explain your findings. Write a letter to your local MP 
or government representative explaining what you feel they need to do to stop the 
great extinction/climate change/global warming.

 ‘So even if she can get to the summit, she’ll just be another protestor waving a  
 placard outside a fence.’ (Page 99)

DISCUSS: What effect can individual protestors make on political issues? Have you 
ever been on a protest march? 

ACTIVITY: Research a political march or protest in history. Did it make a difference 
to policy? Create a slideshow explaining what happened, when and the outcome. 
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 ‘But there are other people looking for whales, Mor. It ’s not all on us?’ (Page  
 214)

DISCUSS: Are companies and governments responsible for finding and acting on  
solutions to climate change? Or is it down to individuals? Or future generations? Are 
children the biggest agents of change eg. Greta Thunberg? Think about The Last 
Whale. Does it imply who is responsible? 

 ‘I have begged people to listen, to act. But they did nothing.’ (Page 236)

ACTIVITY: Read Abi’s words on page 236, describing her call to action and her 
despair at the lack of it. Is it persuasive? Write a speech calling for climate change 
action. How can you use persuasion in your speech? 

 ‘Mor, you’re scaring me!’
 ‘Good. You should be scared.’ (Page 237)

DISCUSS: Do authors have a responsibility when writing, especially for children, 
about climate change? Should they be optimistic about solutions, or does optimism 
offer false hope? Do you feel hopeful after reading this book; do you feel inspired to 
act?  

Surv iva l

 ‘Mistet is covered with machinery made for life on the island. To the east, wind  
 turbines are drilled into the rock. On the south and west, there are solar  
 panels. Here and there, tarpaulin rain-catchers, set at sloping angles, feed  
 water into a complex system of pipes and water butts. ’ (Page 192)

ACTIVITY: Read pages 193-198. List the chores Tonje has to do to maintain  
survival on Mistet. What chores do you have to do every day? Where do you source 
those same resources that Tonje needs, such as food and energy? Make a comparable 
list.

ACTIVITY: Water, energy, transport, food. All are essential for survival. Are any of 
these in jeopardy in your life? What about for other people around the world? Find 
an example of where an essential resource is under threat, and what solutions are 
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being found. Create a series of freeze frames or drama role play to show your 
findings.

 ‘You are not supposed to eat now, only to take what is required for the meal   
 plans.’ (Page 198)
 
ACTIVITY: Does your family have a meal plan for each week? Create a meal plan for 
your week. What difference does it make to resources if you have a plan?

 ‘All right. It ’s like…’ she shrugs, ‘eating sunlight.’ (Page 199)

Tonje says eating a strawberry is like eating ‘sunlight’. 

ACTIVITY: Pick five more foods and describe what they taste like. You can be literal 
or ‘poetic’ as Moonlight says. 
 
 ‘She works out where turbines could be placed to take advantage of the  
 prevailing south-west winds; where solar panels should be, a desalination plant,  
 a dome where vegetables and fruit can be grown. She calculates how much   
 space would be needed to grow enough to sustain human life. ’ (Page 180)

DISCUSS: What is needed for life to survive? Is it different from what is needed for 
life to thrive? 

 ‘How much longer can we survive without any help?’ Tonje insists. ‘I need other  
 people! Real people, not just images on a screen.’ (Page 224)
 
DISCUSS: Is human contact necessary for survival? How did you spend the pandemic 
lockdown? Were you in contact with ‘real people’? Imagine what it would be like to 
only see one other person for four years. 

ACTIVITY: Make a human contact log over a day or week. How many people do you 
come into contact with in real life? Now imagine you are Tonje. Make a list of what 
you would miss most about real-life contact with more than one person.

 ‘When there was no writing, bards would sing. It ’s a good way of keeping a lot  
 of information needed for survival across generations. The songs are the whale  
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 culture.’ (Page 267)

DISCUSS: How does Vick portray different generations throughout the novel? 

ACTIVITY: Think about your own ancestry. What has been passed down culturally 
and/or as a survival skill? Write a descriptive piece on something that has survived 
generations in your family – this could be an abstract skill/piece of advice/song or 
object.

DISCUSS: Whale song is a key element of Earth’s survival in this story. What part 
does music play in your life? Is there a song that makes you feel powerful/gives you 
impetus to act? 

CODA

 ‘Astrid. Northern Greenland, 2070’ (Page 287)

DISCUSS: Why is Vick specific about giving Astrid a year? What do you think life 
will be like in 2070? Is it different from Vick’s imaginings? 

ACTIVITY: Write a story set in 2070. What is the climate like? How has the world 
changed or evolved? 

DISCUSS: What do you think of this last section? Is it a satisfying conclusion to 
the novel? What emotion does it elicit? 
 

Further Reading:

Girl. Boy. Sea. by Chris Vick
World Without Fish by Mark Kurlansky
The Day of the Whale by Rachel Delahaye
To the Edge of the World by Julia Green
Why the Whales Came by Michael Morpurgo 
Troofriend by Kirsty Applebaum
Earth Heroes by Lily Dyu
The Dog Runner by Bren MacDibble
Melt by Ele Fountain


